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Avolcanic ereplion |5 terrifyingl Rock heats
up underground and rises towards the Earth’s
surface. If it can push through the Earth’s crust
easily, it Maws out ay a river of molten rock,
called lava. But if it has & towgher time finding an
escape route, the pressure builds until it erupts
explosively - gas, steam and molten rock blast
from under tha Earth and into tha slop!

Once a volcano starts to erupt it can be octive for
s Henle as a day 10 over a thousand years!

Some volcanoss erupt violently. As the magma moves
to the surface it s under great pressune, and when it
reaches the outside it expands and explodes.

Hot all volcances are this powerful - the less violent ones
oore a thick, mud-liks lava instead of blasting into the air

Lanva takes along time to cool, but eventually it
slowes down and becomies hand, Some volcanoes
any by the sea, S0 the lava dides straight into
cold water, creating o choud of hissing stearn.
Thie sea water flach-cools’ the lava into a glacgy
rock, creating a miw chunk of dry land]

The lava's jowrney starts deep inside tha Earth,
whana temperatures are 5o i-.h?\ that rock
turns into a jelly-like |E|uid called magma,
Thee imiadgimna rises inside tie volcano and the
maountan above quakes and trembles.

After a long underground journey, the
magma finally bubbles o the surface,
whano it becomes known as lava. Reaching
temperatures of up to 1,200°C, the lava pours
oul with a great loroe.

Velcanoss can cause devastation,
destroying bulldings, trees and people,
Bust thiey hawean upside, teo,.. The lands.
around & volcano sré fertibe and can bea

great place to grow crops, thanks to the
minefaks contained in the lava. Would you
v In the shadew of an active voleanat it
Just depends i you want to take the risk!

The hot stream of lava makes its way slowly down
the slopes of the mountain, flowing on the surface
and through a system of underground bava tubes.
A lava flow will destroy whatever's in it path,
Along the way, It wipes out roads, Buries howses
and turns forests into flaming Infernos,
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They come in different forms,

e found under the sea and on planets
and moons in our olar system| Here

volcanoes with gently slopi

# Cinder cones are oval or
cones made from fragments of lava
whibch have cooled.

@ Lava dormes are made when
A erupting lyva is too thick to Mlow and
\ Lpﬂuuph.mmund. J




